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LATE REMOVALS OF 0 
TWO NOBLE PERSONAGES 
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OHN DUKE OF ARGYLE, 


ſeventh Seſſion of the firſt Parliament of Geo, II. in 
oſition to a Motion for an Addreſs, praying to know 
_ Who had adviſed the Removals of the Duxx or BoLToN 
and the Loxp VIScoUN HT Copaan, from their reſpeRive 
Regiments. 
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Non hec humanis opibus, non arte magiſtra 


Proveniunt, neque te Ænea mea dextera ſervat, 


Major agit deus, atque opera ad majora remittit. 
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STRICTURES, &c. 


T was not to be expected that the ene- 
mies of the preſent adminiſtration, and 
who would be ſuch to any, except one 
compoſed of themſelves, would let flip 
ſo fair an opportunity of exciting a po- 
pular clamour againſt Miniſters, as the re- 
movals of a noble Marquis, and, as it is 
given out, of a noble Duke from their 
employments, ſeem, when not} properly 
weighed, to afford, —But I truſt, that how- 
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ever prone my countrymen may be to con- 


demn any meafure that ſeems levelled 
againſt the independence of the Legiſlative 


body, they will make all thoſe allow- 
ances for the feelings and ſenſations of 


others, which humanity requires they 
ſhould—ctpecially when the party concern- 
ed is connected to them by ſo dear a tie, 


as that which binds a beloved Sovereign 


to a grateful, and now happy people. — 
I propoſe to examine, firſt, the general 
right of appointing to, and removing from, 
places, which the Conſtitution, for the 
wiſeſt purpoſes, has veſted ſolely in the 
Crown; and then conſider, more particu- 
larly, * the removals, now the ſubje& of 
ſuch injurious, unfounded cenſure; and 1 
beg, that while J ſeem anxious to ſupport - 
the juſt prerogatives of the Crown, I may 
not be thought leſs ſolicitous to maintain 
tlie conſtitutional riglits of the people; to 
me, indeed, it appears, that it is impoſſi- 
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ble, to vindicate the one, without at 
the ſame time, confirming the other; 
for, as they have the ſame foundations, 
namely, the laws of the land, ſurely, what - 
ever ſtrengthens thoſe foundations, muſt, 
at the ſame time, tend to the ſupport of 
the ſuperſtructure. (£1071 


Our Conſtitution, as it has lodged: the 
executive part of government in the hands 
of the Crown, fo it has given, as a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence of ſuch a truſt, the 
election of the mediate inſtruments; and 
would it not be abſurd to appoint to the 
conduct of any weighty buſineſs, requiring 
the agency of many perſons, and not give 
the choice of ſuch agents to the party 
entruſted with the general management? 
Could the manufacturer (I know I am 
comparing ſmall things with thoſe of great- 
er conſequence, but, as far as my argu- 
ment requires, they are analogous) carry 

| * on 


4 
on his extenſive works, if he has not the 
power of removing, when he thought it 
prudent, a refractory, or treacherous work- 
man, though he might not be able to con- 
vince a man, unacquainted with the myſ- 
teries of his trade, of the juſtice of the 
diſmiſſion? Suppoſe he ſhould ſuſpect 
that one of his people had introduced. him- 
ſelf into the works, with an intention of 
diſcovering the ſecrets of the buſineſs to 
a rival, muſt he wait till he has abſolute- 
ly made the diſcovery before he turns him 
off? ſurely not, for it would then be too 
late; he would be ruined by his care leſſueſs 
and ſottiſh ſecurity: thus it ſometimes 
happens, that thoſe, whoſe ſituations af. 
ford them many opportunities of carrying 
on the darkeſt deſigns againſt their coun- 
try, contrive ſo to carry on their treaſons, 
as not to render themſelves liable to the 
conviction of legal evidence; are they to 
be continued in their places till the com- 3 


pletion 


) 
pletion of their iniquitous projects has 


rendered their removal impracticable, leſt 
the accomplices of their crimes, or friends, 


who have not penetration enough to diſ- 


cover their miſchievous practices, ſhould 
complain! < 


If, upon every exerciſe of this uſeful | 
branch of the prerogative, (when 1 ſay 


| uſeful, I mean that it 1s ſo to the wel- 


fare of the ſtate) all who might be diſ- 


_ contented were to be ſatisfied of the rec- 


titude and policy of the meaſure, there 
would be no end to ſuch enquiries; the 
Houſes of Parliament would have nothing 
elſe to do; — and, as few men are without 
ſome friends, all have relations, and either 
are, or may become members of a party, 
it would be a vain attempt to endeavour to 

reconcile ſuch an invidious, though ne- 


ceſſary act of power, to the minds of all. 
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With re ſpect to the amotion from em- 
ployment, on account of a vote given in 
either Houſe of Parliament, when {peak- 
ing generally upon the ſubject, I ſhall on- 
ly obſerve, that, for the moſt part, there 
is no proof of the exiſtence of ſuch a 
motive, and, that it would very rare- 
ly be an operating one, if noble Lords 
and Gentlemen, in giving their votes in 
Parliament, attended only to the dictates of 
conſcience; but, if ſome oppoſe all mea- 
ſures brought forward by thoſe in places, 
becauſe they themſelves axe not in employ- 
ment, not becauſe they are convinced of 
the impolicy and danger of the propoſi- 
tions; ſome becauſe they are not of the 
ſame importance, in the eyes of the Mi- 
niſter, as they are in their own, or as they 
imagine they are in thoſe of Oppoſition, 
who, having nothing to give them, are 
under no neceſſity of diſcovering, by re- 
fiſting their unjuſt pretenſions, the real 
opinion 


1 


opinion they have of their worth; — while 
all theſe cauſes operate on the one ſide, it 


would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, 


to carry on government without making a 


moderate uſe of the patronage annexed to 


it; indeed this was acknowledged, in ſome 


late debates, by the very perſons who are 


now moſt clamorous againſt the late ex- 
erciſe of this undoubted prerogative of the 
Crown. A conviction of the juſtice of this 


principle has induced many independent 


and eminent characters amongſt us to re- 
ſign whatever employments they were in 
poſſeſſion of, when a difference of ſenti- 
ment made it inconſiſtent with their ho- 
nour to give their ſupport to the meaſures 
of Adminiſtration. If, in any deſeription 


of placemen, this is fair and honourable, 
it is peculiarly ſo in perſons holding mi- 


litary employments; for, while they retain 


their ſituations, they are liable to be com- 
manded to execute the very meaſures they 
| B 4 have 
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have reprobated and condemned; and, 
though men may, from a point of honour, 
do as much as they think their duty, up- 
on ſuch occaſions, they will not act with 
that energy, zeal, and heartineſs, which, 
in a cauſe that engaged their paſſions, 
they would be able to exert. During 
the courſe of the American war, the folly 
of ſending men to execute ſchemes abroad, 
which they had oppoſed, while in their 
formation at home, was ſufficiently evinced. 


I truſt that the neceſſity and the utility 
of the power of amotion from offices, 
judicial ones excepted, has been ſatisfac- 
torily demonſtrated, I ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed to conſider the particular caſe, which 
is the ſubje& of this addreſs to the pub- 
lic; and this I ſhall do, by making ſome 
remarks - on the ſuppoſed cauſes of the 
5 removals ; i for we can only conjecture in 
this 
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this matter, and then examine the nature 
and duties of the offices from which two 
noble perſonages have been removed. | 


A cruel diforder having incapacitated 
our beloved Sovereign from adminiſtering 
the affairs of his kingdom, two different 
plans are propoſed for ſupplying the de- 
fect in our government, occaſioned by this 
lamentable circumſtance. The one is brought 
forward by thoſe in whom his Majeſty had 
for ſome time repoſed the greateſt confi- 
dence; the other, by thoſe to whom he 
was known to be as much diſinclined as 
ſo good and gracious a Sovereign would 
permit himſelf to be to any of his ſubjects.— 
The one is replete with an anxious care 
for his Majeſty's perſon, property, and his 
Royal Conſort and children, and provides 
for the carrying on of Government, in a 
manner that was juſtified by the probabi-- 
ly of his . $ ſpeedy recovery,—the 
| other 


(a 
other, without paying any attention to theſe 
humane conſiderations, veſts the care and 
cuſtody of the King, the Queen, and all 
the uneſtabliſhed branches of the Royal 
Family, together with the government of 
the realm, in his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales; and without even tak- 
ing from him the ſecurity of an oath, for 
his well governing according to the laws 
of the land; and the men who bring for- 
ward this monſtrous propoſition, are ſo 
tranſported with the hopes of poſſeſſing 
the lucrative employments of government, 
that they cannot conceal their intentions 
of ſweeping all clean, and diſmiſſing all 
thoſe in whom his Majeſty had repoſed 
any confidence, and thereby flinging every 
thing into confuſion and diſcord, at a time 
when unanimity was the only means left, ] 
to enable the political veſſel to weather 
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I am ſo far removed from every means 
of being acquainted with the domeſtic con- 
cerns of the Royal Family, that I. can 
only hope, that a perfect harmony ſub- 
ſiſted between the Prince of Wales and his 
Royal Father, previous to the dreadful ae- 
cident that interrupted the felicity the na- 
tion enjoyed, and, I hope, will now long 
enjoy, under his Majeſty's mild govern- 
ment; but, if any cauſes of difference, 
N however ſmall, ſubſiſted, the intended de- 
legation of the Royal authority was the 
more cruel and ungracious. | 


Under circumſtances ſuch as have been 
ſtated, could any man doubt what, for the 
ſake of his Queen, his children, and his 
people, our then unhappy Sovereign, had 
he enjoyed a temporary gleam of reaſon, 
would have entreated his faithful friends, 
(how few, alas! fall ta the lot of kings ) 

to N Would he not have begged. 

| | that 


Co) 
that his perſon might be committed to the 
tender care of an affectionate. wife, 
that his children, more eſpecially of the 
female ſex, might remain under the con- 
troul and direction of their mother; 
and that the rights of his people and his 
crown, might be ſecured againſt the de- 
ſigns of faction and diſaſfection. That 
theſe would have been the fervent wiſhes 
of our Sovereign, no one could entertain 
a doubt: let us ſee whether the ſitua- 
tions the noble perſons were placed in, 
made it peculiarly their ne) to ſee theſe 
wiſhes complied with. | 


Though the hearts of all ſubjects ſhould 
be filled with an affectionate zeal for the 
welfare and happineſs of ' the Sovereign, 
yet thoſe who enjoy the greateſt ſhare of 
the Royal favour, and are in the number 
of his Mazeſty“s s ſervants; ſhould be diſtin- 


n by, and ſet an example of, the 
| firmeſt | 


1 
firmeſt loyalty, and ſtrongeſt attachment; 
and thoſe officers who are more immedi- 
ately employed about his Majeſty's perſon, 
ſhould be the "moſt eminent for their fi- 
delity, duty, and attention to their Royal 
Maſter. To the laſt deſcription ' belong 
the noble perſons whoſe removals have been 


the ſubject of the late clamours ' againſt 


Adminiſtration ;- the one was in an office 
whoſe duties would be perfectly conveyed 

by giving it the denomination of the place 
of State-footman'; the other was Colonel 
of that regiment, which, from its being 
particularly employed in the defence of 
the Royal Perſon, is emphatically ſtiled 


the regiment of Life- guards. Now vwrhart 


man would chooſe for his footman; or 
his guard, thoſe, who, upon his being 
ſeized with, a temporary derangement of 
intellect, ſeemed more anxious to put his 
ſon in poſſeſſion of all his property, than 
to provide for the fafety of his perſon, and 
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the reſtoration, in ** time, of his eſtate 


and rights : for if, after diſcovering an 
anxious concern for theſe charitable con- 
ſiderations, (an humble phraſe when ap- 


plied to the concerns of a great Monarch, 
but ſuited to his then deplorable ſtate) if, 
I fay, after conſulting the intereſt of 
their unhappy Maſter, theſe noble per- 
ſons had inſiſted that whatever part of 
the Royal authority muſt, from neceſſity, 
be delegated, ought to be ſolely veſted in 
the Prince, then there would be ſomething 
like reaſon in the defence ſet up for them; 
but how they can poſſibly vindicate them- 
ſelves froni the imputation of having aban- ; 
doned their Sovereign, his wife, children, 
and property, in the hour of ler, 1 

at a loſs to conjecture. 


With an impreſſion that ſuch had been 
their conduct, their Royal Maſter, now 


reſtored to himſelf, family and people, 
„ 


19 

has done that which every maſter of 4 
ä family would have done in a fmilar ſitu- 
ation; and which all fair and candid men 
will 1 to be as juſt and equitable, 
as it certainly would have been ſtrictly 
legal, though not any ground had exiſted, 
as a motive for the diſmiſſions, but a ca- 
pricious inclination for new faces. If, even 
in ſuch a caſe, none would have had a right 
to complain, what ſort of ſubjects muſt 
they be, who, even under all the circum- 
ſtances ſtated, arraign the juſtice of the 
late removals? 110 | 


With reſpe& to the poſſible effect ſuch 
an | exerciſe of the undoubted ' privilege 
of every maſter of a family might have, in 
creating an influence 'in either Houſe of 
Parliament, I ſhall only obſerve, that it 
would be more conſiſtent with equity to 
exclude the ſervants of the Crown from 
giving their votes in Parliament, than to 
deprive 


( 20) 


deprive his Majeſty of a right enjoyed by 
the loweſt ſubject in the kingdom, name- 
Iy, that of chooſing his own domeſtics, 
Aud, indeed, no law whatever can give 4 


man an honourable, independent mind, 
nor, if he poſſeſſes ſuch a treaſure, take 

it from him. The wreteh who would 
vote againſt his conſcienee, for fear of 
loſing his place, would do the ſame to ob- 
tain a better: à real honeſt man would 
diſdain to ſacrifice his conſcience to his 

5 . or his fears. 
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A Speech, made by Jonx Duxe or 
ARGYLE, in the ſeventh Seſſion of 


the frft Parliament of King George 


II. upon a Motion for an Addreſs 
to bis Majeſty, that he would be = 

; graciouſly, pleaſed to acquaint the 

| Houſe who adviſed bis Majeſty to 
remove the Duke of Bolton, and the 
Lord Viſcount Cobham, from their 
reſpective Regiments, and what 
Crimes were laid to their Charge. 


JN REP VET" this * to the public, 
I ſhall not attempt to delineate the cha- 
racter, or ſet forth the virtues and talents 
©: ">; 


( 22 ) 
| Ti 156 18 3441 111 112. 
of the orator ; he was much beyond my 


QUO! 


aſe; it will be ſufficient to obſerve that 
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AT 15 7 
Be Was allowed t to have a thorough know- 
Ti} 0 | b 75244 0 wy 
ted age of the principles Our exce llent 
4 1 449g 30 j 
Conſtitution, and, in all military matters, 


0150 


was the oracle of the Houſe of Lords. — 
It will be neceflary, with reſpeAt t to Ares 


of the Speech, to inform the reader, that 
a Bill had 1 5 juſt re jedted, which was 
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$14 806 21 1 
ede to render the Officers of the Army 


independent of the Crown, by making 
them immoveable, unleſs by the ſentence 
of a 4 Court Martial, or by the King, in 
e of an addreſs of both Houſes 


of Parliament. 1: 
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Houſe any trouble, 9 offer to give my 
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a very new thing, and a yery 
1 8 Jo 01 TASHIOTELS 
6 extraordinary one too, I thought that the 
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Lord, s, Whoappeared to be forit, ought, to | 


« 32K. 


Pi. ave given their "reaſons for being ſo, 


nc isnt 


« before it could be expected, that any 
| 2510 pH 
„ Lord ſhould give his reaſons for being 


I 5 
404 againſt it; for it is known, to have been 
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<6 always the cuſtom of this Houſe, that, 


22 bo 19 


44 when any thing new is propoſed or of. 


— by F 


4 fered, the Lords, Who are for it, give. 
i ther reaſons, and all that the other, 
04 Lords have to do, 1 is to thew that, thoſe 


Ti reaſons are not Cufficient for prevailing. 


« with the "Houſe to agree to what 1 


6 propoſed. In the preſent en 1 did, 


„ indeed, hear a very handſome ſpeech 


made, in favour of the Bill preſented 
© to us; but, in all that was ſaid, I could 
© not obſerve any real argument, or any 
« reaſon offered for _— us to make 


« füch an alteration in our Conſtitution 


— 


\ 


VII SVIY OJ - 1990 O 21: 40022 3 466 48 1 


201891 


3 mW . K 


— — — 


a : Cc, 


3 
** as was propoſed to be made by that 
1 Bill. 515 zan e ee 
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17955 10 1 bope, my "Lins, A are no gen- 


« tlemen in the army, chat ever were, or 
« ever can be, prevailed on, either to act 


« or. ſpeak contrary to their conſcience, 


« by the fears of their beitig turned out 


66 gb their commiſſions 1. hope there will 
« never be ſuch in our army; but, if 


e there are now, or ever mall be, any 


« ſuch abandoned men in our army, 
I am ſure there was nothing propoſed 
by the Bill, that could have any ef- 
«+. fect as to ſuch men; for it is well 
known, I belieye every one of your Lord - 
„ thip's- is ſeuſible, that with all thoſe 
men, who are ready to facrifice their 
1 honour. and their conſcience to their 
« private intereſt, the hopes e of preferment, 
the hopes of a more lucrative poſt, or 
« employment, will always be 2s | prevail- 


ing 


. 

e ing an argument as the fears of lofing 

'« what they have. I am perſuaded there 

* 1s not a man in the nation, who would 
9 ſacrifce his honour and his conſcienoe 
rather than loſe a thouſand a year, which 
he enjoys, but would do the ſame, if 
„ he expected thereby to add but one 
<< ſingle hundred a year to his former re- 
venue; and, therefore, in the only caſe 
„in which it can be ſuppoſed that the 
„ Bill, was neceſſary, it is Plain it could . 
have no effect, 
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: « I 29 Aude, ſay, that if 1 had 
2:0 ſpoke againſt the Bill, I ſhoulThave dif- 
yy fered, as to ſome. fats!” from thoſe 
8 noble Lords Who ſpoke for it. It is 

p | 4% very true that there have been, former- 


on 


- of ly, removes in the army, but it is cer- 


|. 143 + 


1 66 — * kene, that many of thoſe who 


toc IVITE 1501 5108 
40 were removed, had | no ſeats in Parlia- 
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( 26.) 
« ment, and therefore it cannot properly 
be ſaid, that the behaviour of gentlemen 
4% Parliament, Was ever the cauſe of their 
© removals, from their commands in the 
army: however, I ſhall ſay no more as 
to this Bill, which, in my nnn 
e ts h 1210. 21 
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66? But, my Lords, as to thi! addreſs 
« | propoſed, I really think it worſe than 
« the Bill itſelf. It is certainly as great 
an attack upon the Prerogative of the 
« Crown, as the Bill was; for what is g- 
„ nifies A prerogative, if the King 1 is never 
4 to make uſe of it without being obliged 
« to give an account of his reaſons for. 
„ {6 doing to either Houſe of Parliament | 
« that hall pleaſe to call for ſuch an 8 
« account: the Addreſs, therefore, 1 is as 8 
« great an attack upon "the Prerogative, | 
« and it is a much” more direct attack 
66 a his e 8 condüet. * am ſur- ü 

: 5 ton. prized, j 


| T6 7.1); 
40 1 my FLOW to hear ſucli a noifs 
| e made about the removal of two noble 
Lords from their commands in the army: 
it is true there have been two noble 
% Lords removed, but there has been but 
one ſoldier removed; and, therefore, 
„ when Lords are pleaſed to talk of ſol- 
„ diers having been turned out of their 
« commiſſions. in the army, they ought 
« not to talk in the plural number. Since 
„then bis Majeſty; has, removed but one 
e, by can tee N er Kap 


ie 


40 call Ws to an Nine 1 Is bring 
" him to lay his reaſons before either 
* Houſe of Parliament. lt is, what was 
never Jays to any, of bis predeceſſors, 
0 even when numbers of officers were re- 
10 moved at a time. There was no ſuch 
0 addreſs, : as this propoſed, .i in a late, reign, | 
+ when many officers were at once turn- 
68 ed out: officers, who were ſo far from 


2 being 


being guilty of any crime, or of any 
<< neglect of duty, that ſome of them were 
* but juſt returned from victory. It muſt 
therefore be granted, that what is now 
& propoſed is without precedent in either 
« Houſe of Parliament; and, for that rea- 
&« ſon, I am againſt agreeing to the Mos 
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4 tion.“ 


* 


N. B. The Motion was negatived by a majority of 


